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News Release

SHERIFF BACA DISCUSSES DECLINE OF 

CRIME THROUGHOUT LOS ANGELES COUNTY

          “With the 15 percent reduction in homicides from 2008 to 2009, and their continued

decrease over the past five years, homicides are at their lowest level in Sheriff’s patrol

areas since 1975,” said Sheriff Lee Baca.

           During a press conference today at the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s

Headquarters, Sheriff Baca discussed the continued decline in reported crimes for

Sheriff’s contract cities and unincorporated areas.  Overall, homicides, rapes, robberies,

and aggravated assault crimes in Sheriff’s patrol areas decreased by over 11 percent

between 2008 and 2009.  Lancaster, Malibu/Lost Hills, Century, Compton, Norwalk, and

Walnut Sheriff’s Stations showed the most substantial reduction in serious crimes,with

decreases ranging between 12 and 21 percent.  

The marked decrease in reported crime can be attributed to several factors,

including a successful blend of crime suppression, intervention and prevention.  Some of

these programs included the Antelope Valley Crime Initiative, Operation Cease Fire, and

a Comprehensive Gang Strategy coordinating the efforts of Operation Safe Streets

Bureau, Narcotics Bureau, and Community Oriented Policing Services Bureau, as well as

other policing agencies.

The expansion of the “Gifts for Guns” program resulted in the removal of 5,334

guns from the streets in 2009, and the newly established Safe Drug Drop-Off program

provided locations around the county where the public can safely dispose of illegal

narcotics, prescription drugs and hypodermic syringes.

The Sheriff’s Department also initiated the Crime Stoppers Program, in which the public

can anonymously report crimes via phone, text or email. 



These initiatives, coupled with the hard work of Sheriff’s Department personnel and

increased community involvement, have led to a marked decrease in overall reported

crime. While describing the philosophy of Public Trust Policing, Sheriff Baca stated,”This

reduction in crime is substantial, yet we can always do better. Our goal is to continue to

encourage the public to cooperate in the solving of crimes in their community.” 
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